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supremacy of the law." * The same view has been expressed by the
Supreme Court of South Africa—"freedom once conferred cannot
be revoked." *
Status of the The Status of the Union Act, 1934, went even further than section 4
Act» and by it the Union Parliament enacted that no Act of the United
Kingdom Parliament passed after December 11, 1931, shall extend
or be deemed to extend to the Union as part of the law of the Union,
unless extended thereto by an Act of the Union Parliament. The
Statute of Westminster itself has been scheduled to the Status of the
Union Act, 1934, thus giving it the force of a statute of the Union
Parliament.
Safeguards        It has been shown that the giving of further powers of con-
SoviBcfaianCi st*tutiorial amendment to Canada and Australia would have involved
Rights.         the removal of the safeguard to provincial and state rights which
Statut^ of     was afforded by the necessity of legislation by the Imperial Parliament
^fifslT^S in order to amend the Constitution of Canada or sections 1 to 8 of
and 9,     '    the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act, 1900,   Such
additional powers would at once be given, should the Provinces or
States concur in requesting them, but in the meantime the existing
position was preserved.3 It is enacted expressly (section 7) that nothing
in the Statute shall extend to the repeal, amendment or alteration of
the British North America Acts, 1867 to 1930, and that the new
powers conferred upon the Dominion Parliament and the provincial
legislatures of Canada shall be restricted to enacting laws within
their respective spheres of competence^. It is further enacted (section 8)
that nothing in the Statute gives any new power to alter the con-
stitutions of the Commonwealth of Australia or New Zealand, and
(section 9) that the Commonwealth is given no new power to legislate
on any matter not within its authority, but within the authority of
the States.
Adoption of jhe substantive sections of the Statute, sections 2, 3, 4, discussed
Westminster. a^ove together with section 5 (Merchant Shipping), and section 6
(Courts of Admiralty) did not apply to Australia or to New Zealand
until adopted by the Parliaments of those Dominions. The Common-
wealth Parliament by the Statute of Westminster Adoption Act,
1942, adopted the sections in question with effect from September 3,
1939* Similarly the Parliament of New Zealand adopted sections 2-6
in 1947 and thereupon requested and consented to the enactment at
1 "The Law and the Constitution," 51 L.Q.R. 611, by Mr. Justice Dixon;
see H. V. Evatt, The King and His Dominion Governors (Clarendon Press),
Appendix.
* Ndlwana v. Hofmeyr, [1937] A JX 229, at p, 237; although this decision was
overruled by Harris v. Minister of the Interior, [1952] (2) S.A. 428 A.D., the
sovereignty of the Union Parliament was expressly confirmed. For a critical
discussion of the constitutional issues involved in the latter case, see "Legislature
and Judiciary," by D. V. Cowen, 15 M.L.R, 282, 16 M^.R. 273.
8 See British North America (No. 2) Act, 1949, at p, 454, ante.

